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Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service sy 38 Bank Street 
RNR > en tn SS 


Vol. XII May 1, 1944 No. 9 
NOTE 


Slim pickings for the next two issues - end of the Spring season oddments; a head start 
on the Summer titles; a substantial number of date changes and shifts of titles origt- 
nally planned for Spring and postponed, for one reason or another, and a chance to take 
a long breath and look over the headliners that you'll be passing over the counters... 
As a short cut to this, check our April 15th and March 15th calendars; there you'll 
find summarized the titles on which we'd bet for Spring sales. Post those calendar 
pages where your staff can see them easily. Where your customers can check them down 
for selection, present and to come. Every aid to "cafeteria service” these days, anti- 


dote to manpower shortage. 


There's not a MUST ROOK in this brief assortment. The new Margaret Lee Runbeck, TIME 
FOR EACH OTHER (Appleton-Century) is another Miss Boo item—- but not so securely a big 
seller. The new Victoria Lincoln, after all these years, is a collection of short 
stories, — GRANDMOTHER AND THE COMET (Farrar & Rinehart). Half this section goes toa 
big crop of new mysteries - feathers in the Summer wind, with at least two starred. 


See below for all reports. 


FICTION - Problematical 


May 15 ~ 
Strode, Hudson - Ed. SPRING HARVEST Knopf 


An interesting ~ and meticulous collection of young Southern writers, well 
presented by the editor, from his creative writing courses at the University of Ala— 
bama.... Three from Robert Gibbons (Bright is the Morning); two from Edward Kimbrough 
(Houghton 1944 Fiction Fellowship); two from Lonnie Coleman, two from Robert Ramsey; 
one each from Harriet Hassell (Rachel's Children), Gerrie Thielens (The Moon Lies Fair); 
Helen Norris (Something More Than Earth), Lawrence Kahn, William Cannon,: Phyllis 
Livingston.... All but three stories have appeared periodically, some were prize winners. 
Together they form a distinctive contribution to the Southern literary picture, for each 
presents a certain distinction of style, of approach and of control of the medium of 


the short story. Of special interest to collectors of new writers, short story courses, 


etc. $2.50 uv 


June 20 
Runbeck, Margaret Lee TIME FOR EACH OTHER Appleton-—Century 


Frankly, I found this disappointing. Although “our Miss Boo" is again the 
connecting link, it isn't definitely a book which Miss Boo compelled the authors to 
write. She's there, growing up a bit and going to school, and sticking her nose into 
other people's business in an ingratiating way (she insists on her grownup friends, 
Peter and Lisa, who "look like a fatheranmother" producing Annabelle); her imagination 
is still running riot; and she has her first heartbreak, when the cocker puppy that 
was to have been her very own dog ignores her, and fastens devotion on her mother in- 
stead, leaving Miss Boo and the giant of a dog next door to find comfort in each other. 
The bits about Miss Boo are uneven in length and interest; some seem odds and ends left 
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over and tucked in. The story is dominated by the absence of Miss Boo's father over- 
seas - and Lillian's husband, also in Service. Lillian, too, has a baby of her own ~ 
so it is a very mother and child household "since he went away". There are bits of 
philosophy, there's the pattern of wartime living. But the sentiment oozes a bit at 
times ~ and the humor is less spontaneous. $2.00 


June 26 ,~ 
Brown, Harry A WALK IN THE SUN Knopf 


Not pleasant reading ~ this —- but it leaves a scar and the readers (I can't 
see them as many)who can take it, won't forget it. There is something of the quality 
of Robert Henriques’ The Voice of the Trumpet, translated into down-to-earth terms. It 
is the story - if you can call it a story - of a platoon, landing at one of the beaches 
of Italy, under the command of Lieutenant Rand, who was "silly enough" to get himself 
killed from a shell splinter before they left the landing barge. Orders were vague - 
Staff Sergeant Halverson, "a cold, competent man", took over - and he too "got his”. 
Then there was Sergeant Porter, on the verge of a break. And Corporal Tyne, who was a 
good man, but shocked a bit at McWilliams sudden death. It was a grim "walk in the sun", 
back to the goal, a farmhouse some six miles in. There was a strafing which took its 
toll; there was a armoured car - enemy car ~ which shook their hard-gained control. And 
finally, there was the farmhouse - with a machine gun behind every window. Ward and 
Tyne had a good plan — if only it had worked.... One gets a feeling of seeing what goes 
on behind the front ~- of looking inward at men's souls. They are citizen-soldiers, all 


but one. And they are simple guys, who shouldn't die. $2.00 ,- 
July 13 J 
Lincoln, Victoria GRANDMOTHER AND THE COMET Farrar & Rinehart 


Subtitled an Insubstantial Pageant, this is a potpourri of delicately, deftly 
styled short stories, autobiographical reminiscences, verses, with a range of humor, 
poignancy, fantasy and consistent grace. There are the insecurities, jealousies, de- 
feats of childhood; marriages ~ and failures; character family servants; the artist and 
his Galatea; the English uncle, a vicar, who lost his only chance through a scapegrace 
son. Not important but pleasant reading, drawn from the New Yorker, Harper's, etc. é 
Victoria Lincoln is the author of February Hill. $2.50 \ / 


saly Wart - F/O 9 : 3 
Skidmore, Hobert Douglas we-wmaie cae it ofthe S& Houghton, Mifflin 


A holding tale, fleshing the bones of news stories. A tale of the welding 
of individuals to a common action as the flying fortress, The Heartless Harpie, car 
ries her crew through dangerous missions to eventual legend. Here are the men - where 
they come from, what they are like as people ~ veterans and newcomers - and how their 
ship gives meaning to their lives, lift to their weariness, purpose to their thinking. 
There is the initial shakedown as the bombs escape the rack on a short cruise, and the 
order goes out to jump — an order disregarded as they determine to save The Harpie if 
they can - and do. There are the raids from the new base and the relations with the 
ground men and finally the big run to protect American landings and blow heli out of 
Jap re-inforcements, accomplished despite utter fatigue, the crippling of the plane and 
the death of all but two of the men. A moving story, in the concentration of action 
and characters, in the perception and simplicity of the telling, in the restraint.$2.00 


REPRINTS & NEW EDITIONS 
Tower Books for May 10 - Each $.49 


Ambler, Eric - A COFFIN FOR DIMITRIOS Albrand, Martha - NO SURRENDER 
Baldwin, Faith ~- SKYSCRAPER Hamilton, Patrick - HANGOVER SQUARE 
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Jaynes, Clare - MY REPUTATION Shearing, Joseph - THE STRANGE CASE 
(Instruct My Sorrows - original title) OF LUCILE CLEARY 


Forum Books for May 15 - Each $1.00 
Baldwin, Faith - ROMANCE BOOK (containing White Collar Girl and Beauty) 


Browne, Lewis ~- SEE WHAT I MEAN? 


Queen, Ellery - MYSTERY PARADE (containing The Siamese Twin Mystery, The Greek Coffin 
Mystery) 


May 15 
Parker, Dorothy THE VIKING PORTABLE LIBRARY DOROTHY PARKER Viking 


One critic is quoted as saying, "I can imagine no more intoxicating ex- 
perience than to be reading Dorothy Parker for the first time". I disagree. For my 
part, it is much more intoxicating to read her for the second and third and fourth time 
and still find no shadow of disappointment. In this collection are all the poems from 
Not So Deep As a Well, all the stories from Here Lies, five new stories, and one new 
poem. 512 pages, in compact pocket form. Introduction by W. Somerset Maugham. $2.00 


A LATE ARRIVAL 


Wilson, Dorothy Clarke THE BROTHER Westminster Press 


I didn't expect to find this particularly holding reading - and I found it 
so. I had thought that books of the last decade revitalizing the story of the Gospels. 
through one medium or another, - The Nazarene, The Robe, The Apostle, etc. had 
drawn from already familiar material full measure of interpretation. And now comes a 
fresh approach in the story of Jesus' brother, James. James comes to life - somehow a 
tragic figure in his own bitterness of misunderstanding. The story goes back to a boy- 
hood companionship in Nazareth ~ to building together towards "the dream", preservation 
of the God of Israel. But as they grew older, James saw the means through strict 
observation of the law as a Pharisee, a scholar, a purist; Jesus, through doing good 
for man.. A symbolic picture of the tragedy of Christianity, when the spirit is lost 
in the letter of the observance of the law.... At times the book strains too hard to be 
modern - such things as "Uncle Jesus" struck a false note. But on the whole, the author 
has succeeded in recreating the place and the times, and the Gospel characters live 


again, $2.50 
LUST FOR GORE 
Published 
Cores, Lucy CORPSE DE BALLET Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


4 


very nice - very smooth tale of murders in a ballet troupe, with Toni, 
Eric and Capt. Torrent of the NYC Homicide Squad ( remember Pointed to Kill? ) agata 


successfully sleuthing. One solution almost foolproof, but a second is the works.... 
, $2250 
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May 12 
Shattuck, Richard SAID THE SPIDER TO THE FLY Simon & Schuster 
* Curious happenings, and bright banter for the unheroic saga of Rocky 


Smith, gunned for by unknown assailants on a plane flight west, and saving his skin - 
in theory - by confessing to the murder of a Mormon girl. Not taken too seriously by 
the sheriff, Rocky helps along with the investigation among the eccentric Frys, finds 
clues to some valuable oils, escapes a lynching, and gets clear for a‘more peaceful 
life in the Navy. Engaging foolery,. $2.00 


May 19 


Long, Manning BURY THE HATCHET Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


Encore for Liz and Gordan Parrott as they spend a two weeks furlough on a 
summer island resort where Gordon, sub rosa, investigates the two-year-old death of a 
girl and her brother, Hobe. A close community of natives provides leads for Liz who 
plays all her intuitions as Gordon scientifically goes back into the past, confronts 


two new killings, and gets his man. Bloody but blithe, $2.50 
May 29 
Long, Amelia Reynolds SYMPHONY IN MURDER ziff-Davis 


frelawney, Templeton and Grearson of The Triple Cross Murders detecting 
and backtracking in the murders to music confronting the new Philadelphia Philharmonic, 
its controversial conductor and its musicians. Sibelius and Bach provide clues. 


Middling. a $2.00 
June 13 
O'Neill, Kerry DEATH STRIKES AT HERON HOUSE Farrar & Rinehart 


Mooney still moving around (from R & H to D D to F & R) - and pulling fast 
ones, getting there first with the goods, and always working on the ragged edge of il- 
legality. Imitative - with an echo of Perry Mason —- but tough, fast paced, well plot- 
ted, but a bit on the vulgar side. And annoying in style - or lack of it. This story 
involves the murder of a furrier's model with an eye to the main chance ~ the setting 


is a house for rent, stage of a phoney fur deal. Too many loose threads for my taste. 
$2.00 


June-29 7/13 \/ 
Daly, Elizabeth THE BOOK OF THE DEAD Farrar & Rinehart 


Clean cut, workmanlike problem ~ and answer - as Gamadge, from the merest 
suspicion, tracks down an impersonator and a murder. A marked copy of Shakespeare, a 
death under hospital auspices, the murder of his informant, and Gamadge is away to a 
hares and hounds with an unsorrowing widow, a will of the wisp manservant, and an un- 
communicative doctor. With five helpers as additional eyes and ears, he gets evidence: 


to prove his case against the criminai. Competent. $2.00 \/ 
14 
July 7 
Dean, Amber DEAD MAN‘S FLOAT Doubleday, Doran 


A summer lake colony as sceae for a doudledeader in which three sisters, 
Maggie, Abbie and Lily, and particularly Abbie - sleuth the death of a new neighbor, 
Bethine, a mansnatcher who meets up with a watery grave. There are the men Bethine had 
annexed, the strange sly activities of sister Lily, a second murder in Bethine's hus- 
band, and disillusion for the sisters in the revelation of the killer. Only fain $2.00. 
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July 7 
Knight, Kathleen Moore INTRIGUE FOR EMPIRE Doubleday, Doran 
° This is a thriller plus. The story revolves around the international 


Falangist plot + Hispanidad ~- started as one of Hitler's dreams of Empire, with Franco 
as a stooge, netting out through the Latin-American world, using race riots as a weapon 
in the U. S., fomenting discord in Pan-American politics. Wind of the plot had in- 
volved an American newspaper gal and a correspondent who promised her the scoop of all 
time. Then he is murdered ~ in a North African cafe, and Pat Torreon, Mexican, refugee 
from a concentration camp for Spanish Loyalists, takes over ~ inheriting not only the 
girl, but Stan's mission. Cuba ~ Yucatan ~- Mexico ~ and finally success, with the 
threads in his hand, intrigue thwarted, and the girl for his own. Crime Club, $2.00 


4 


July 14 
Talbot, Hake RIM OF THE PIT Simon & Schuster 


 Goosefleshing for the gullible as supernatural terrors stalk the north woods 
and bring murder in their wake. Gambler Rogan and Czech spookchaser, Vok, let the 
haunts take all - but keep the true explanation secret. Good of this type. $2.00 


NON-FICTION 
MUST BOOKS 


These titles fall into two classifications in this particular issue:~- two titles that 
have sure selling power, more or less "self starters"; three books that are important, 
stimulating reading, and deserve to have your particular attention and push behind then, 
but that wont necessarily go on their own incentive. 


Sure Sellers 


June 1 
Hope, Bob I NEVER LEFT HOME Simon & Schuster 
* If you like Bob Hope (and who doesn't?) you'll like this book which is 


straight Hope - and Frances ~ and Tony Romano ~- and Jack, as they make their odyssey 
through England and Africa, for the boys overseas. There's that easy humor and smooth 
timing, there are the gags and routines as Bob ad glibs away through the rigors of war. 
Britain, “where everything was just Great" - air bases, army camps, hospitals, one or 
two night spots, personalities (Churchill, Doolittle, etc.) Then on to Africa, and 
"terra no longer firma" with air raids going on and on and Bob a frightened fugitive; 
Sicily,and the big guys (Patton, Eisenhower, etc.), home — via Ireland; and a backtrack 
to a trip made earlier to Alaska, Before - during - and after, serious tribute to the 
boys he played for and with, the job they are doing, the guts it takes, and the non- 
chalance of public opinion over here. This should go — and big. The paper edition is 
a natural for the armed forces to which by now he virtually belongs. Cartoons by Carl 
Rose. 4 Paper $1.00 
yw ¥ 


Gwin Y 
Balchen, Colonel Bernt; Ford, WAR BELOW ZERO Houghton, Mifflin 
Corey; La Farge, Major Oliver 


Cloth $2.00 


This book is having a good send-off in the radio program of the Army Air. 
Let's hope the impetus doesn't die before publication. For here is a phase of the war 
that is "news" to most of the American public. Por it is the story of how American 
Army Air Force shock troops, few but powerful, met the fact of the Nazis having made 
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contact with the Western Hemisphere (in the very period when Isolationists were saying 
we had two ocean security) - had established a weather station which for over a year 
controlled the operations of the Battle of the Atlantic, the bombing program over 

@ England, the escape of the German ships through the Channel. They set up facilities 
too for refueling. And what did we do? The summer before Pearl Harbor, under Balchen, 

we established an Army Air Force base, northernmost in the world. This is their story. 

h The first half, Greenland Adventure, sets the scene - and to my thihking is better 

reading than part two, The Long Wait, in which La Farge relays the most dramatic inci- 

dent of that secret war, as told to him by the participants. That section, however, 

means more — carries more punch ~ set as part of a whole than it did when projected as 

a book alone, and reviewed on P. 13 of the January issue. The final section is made up 

of first person narratives, brief flashes, segments of personalities coming through in , 

: the telling. It needs a lot of smoothing out ~ which it will get before publication. / 

7 But. even in its rough state it gives the feel of the North and the secret war. $2.00 











































Important ~- Don't Overlook 


sane Le ff #8 


"Pertinax" THE GRAVEDIGGERS OF FRANCE Doubleday, Doran 


Andre Geraud, known to the world of journalism as "Pertinax", correspondent 
for the courageous Echo de Paris and now in this country writing for the North American 
Newspaper Alliance syndicate, tells the story of the fall of France in as definitive a 
way as is possible until after the war is over. Others have tried - and failed, be- 
cause of too definite a bias, or because of a desire to whitewash themselves, or be- 
cause they were seeking a sensational approach. Pertinax appraises the mind of the 
French High Command, showing its share of responsibility. He studies the political 
figures, the appeasers, the traitors, the tools. He traces the step by step downfall, 
from the failure to appreciate the dangers, through the lack of preparedness, the de- 

@ liberate blindness, to the final pay-off in defeat and disgrace. He takes Gamelin, 
whose lack of elasticity condemned the military machine to outofdatedness from the 
start. The petty treachery of apathy and neglect bore bitter fruit. Carelessness and 
wavering and placing blame on others brought destruction on his own head - too late to 
save France. Weygand, who succeeded him, was a defeatist from the start, Darlan, an 
opportunist, whose final shift of front was in line with his character... Daladier, 
given a chance at the crucial moment, was unable to resolve his country's discord. Rey- 
naud, who succeeded him, was an able statesman - once ~ but edged towards surrender 
when his own deterioration made him afraid of carrying out what he knew should be done. 
But Pertinax' scorn is heaped chiefly on Petain, paired with Laval in the conception 
and execution of the counterrevolution which ultimately played into German hands and 
made common cause with Hitler. The book ends with an Epilogue challenging thoughtful 
consideration of the present in North Africa, the real defeat of the loss of the French 
fleet, the obloquy of "military necessity", the tragedy of the attitude towards De 
Gaulle and the French Committee. Of Giraud he says little ~- damning with faint praise. 
He feels that France was betrayed by the conservative not the democratic impulses; that 
a state of revolution will follow her release; that she must prove her right to her own 
future, but that the only leaders that have never stood with Vichy are the only leaders 

who can establish that future.... It is a scholarly book, a book rooted in thorough and 
intimate knowledge of every phase leading to French defeat, and presented by a journal- 

ist who knows what salient facts to use, and how to give them the objectivity a 











need to convince the readers. 
ar 
June 5 62 


ro Visson, Andre .THE COMING STRUGGLE FOR PEACE Viking 


An important book and one that makes a real contribution to the better. under- 
standing of the problems facing us now - and in the post-war settlements. Visson is a 
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correspondent of the old school European circles, where diplomat and correspondent 
spoke on equal terms. He has been assigned to many European capitals, and is now in 4 
Washington as foreign commentator and advisor to the Reader's Digest. This book is a . 
study of internal problems of the United Nations, a guide through the labyrinth, a a 
survey of internal and external relations, England, Russia, Poland, the Baltic states, ; 
France, Northwest Europe, Czechoslovakia, the Balkan states, the Vatican, Turkey, the 

Arab world and the Near East, Egypt and North Africa, Iran, Russia in Asia and China ~ 
brief and pertinent surveys, singularly objective in appraising the forces in conflict, 
the problems of nationalities, political commitments, religious challenges, minority 





problems. I found the factual answer to many questions analyzed. It seems to me an a 
essential book today. Cy $2.75 4 

vee Goeeare™ Sept I ‘ 
Wecter, Dixon WHEN JOHNNY COMES MARCHING HOME Houghton, Mifflin i 


A Life~in-America prize went to Wecter for this book, which is an account 
of the American soldier's return from three wars, ~- the Revolution, the Civil War and 
the First World War. He has taken the rank and file soldier, and has dug back into . 
primary sources, - contemporary records, letters, diaries, in order to give a graphic 
picture of the friendly, generous, easy-going, brave boys and men characteristic of the 
American citizen-soldier. He shows that war seldom changes the life direction, while 
teaching the individual more about himself and others. He tears down many of the fears 
and misapprehensions, - deterioration of morality, lawlessness, etc. ~- factors that 
have been charged with each war, and each time have proved fears groundless. The mass 
emotion of the civilian has been actually more often responsible for periods of vio~ 
lence following wars. ‘The men themselves come back in most instances improved in 
physique, caring more for personal cleanliness; often restless, because their horizons 
have widened - with the result that westward expansion, for instance, owed much to 
returned soldiers. The Army is no reform school - property rights come to mean less - a 
but good characteristics survive - and so, unfortunately, do evil ones. War end too if 
often illustrates the failure to stabilize the group unity, the optimism of idealism. ‘ 
The Civil War produced vaster derangement, economically and emotionally. The first 
World War resivlted in job dislocation, despite promises. 1917 found us unready for war; 
1919 found us unready for peace. With this war, disillusion preceded it - perhaps we 
have therefore a better chance for a realistic appraach to the problems involved in de- 
mobilization of 10 million men. The book is full of anecdotal material, synthesis and 
interpretation of historical data, interesting and illuminating aspects of periods we 
think we already know. A thoughtful book which is informative and good reading. Wecter 4 
has two books to his credit, The Saga of American Society and The Hero in America, both ! 
showing his ability to approach history and biography from a fresh angle. He knows Ai 
this country thoroughly - from Texas to New England to California. $3.00 
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| PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Non-Fiction 


: 
Hay 38 (0 


Botkin, B.A. = Ed. A TREASURY OF AMERICAN FOLKLORE Crown 
Fo reward by Carl Sandburg : 


Bolt good of source material, that, in its 918 pages, includes sayings, 
songs, beliefs, customs, legends, yarns, tales, actions, etc. which provide motifs and 
materials of culture in these United States. A variation on every kind of local lore, 
culled from Congressional records, from living and dead authors, from regional research, 
from the archives of record and memory. The content ranges from historical figures to 
little morons of 1943; from songs and poems to slang terms. There's good, robust stuff, 
repeated in the vernacular where necessary. There is something for every taste, and it 
is definitely not one of these books rooted in the past and unaware of folklore in the. 
making today. A good collection of American literary life lines - the country over - 
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that should prove an important addition to Americana shelves. Bibliography and acknowl- 


edgements of sources in footnotes. Index. $3,00 
May 22 
Ayling, Keith THEY FLY TO FIGHT; Story of the Airborne Division Appleton- 
Century 


A factual description of the paratroopers, that "advanced striking force", 
with data as to qualifications, training, glider planes and pilots; a preview of the | 
airborne division in the invasion to come; supplies; support from other branches; mis- 
cellanies. Definitely "thin" + lacking in ineident and illustration. Perhaps it is too 
soon for that to be available, and all this is intended to be a background book on the 
branch of service. But it seems a little flat. $2.50 


Forgy, Chaplain Howell M. U.S.N. AND PASS THE AMMUNITION Appleton-Century 


The third of the chaplain booksof the year, and the best of the trio, with 
considerably more substance for the general reader in both action and human interest. 
Forgy, young naval chaplain of the cruiser New Orleans, on deck during the Pearl Harbor 
debacle, originated the now ubiquitously assigned "praise the Lord and pass the ammuni- 
tion" as he walked from sailor to sailor, giving help where he could. This is the story 
of that ship and her men; she went through big actions, Coral Sea and the sinking of the 
Lexington and the rescue of 700 survivors; the Midway action and victory, thanks to 
Torpedo 8, Finally the battle off Lunga Point when she lost her bow and many of her 
best men. It is also the story of the spiritual and personal contacts sustained by 
Forgy with the men, ~- the boy who was afraid but died without fear; Lee, his closest 
friend; the pacifist who set theory aside; Chavez, the Mexican boy of fifteen who lost 
a hand; wives and girls, the sometimes unknown dead, the sick bay and Doc Evans, etc. 
Not too distinguished in style, sometimes sentimental, but with a popular pull. I1ll'd. 

3 $2.50 


Healy, Captain Tim MORE LIVES THAN ONE Appleton-Century 


Stout stuff, this, in an incredible autobiography of a wealthy Australian, 
whose boyhood was warped by the neurotic woman hired to care for him by his guardians. 
Further isolation came when he missed death by a hairsbreadth, and was left paralyzed, 
dumb, blind and deaf for days. Through his slow recovery, he found that he had gained 
increased powers that set him even more apart. But the first world war gave him a chance 
for a normal life, as he joined up with the Anzacs. Then came tales of endurance, in- 
genuity, ability to exist under all conditions - facts that made Australian performance 
at Gallipoli and in France legendary today. Worse than the enemy (Turks whom they re- 
spected, Germans they encountered in France) was the incompetence of their own officers, 
who knew little of war and less of Australians; the pests and diseases, the lack of 
equipment and reenforcements, the orders that demanded the impossible. The author be~ 
cause of his unique hearing and sight soon was assigned to Intelligence, in Egypt, in 
the trenches, in Paris ~ and buoyantly recounts his experiences as a spy. AS a non-com, 
his "Mob" circumvented red tape, lived longer than most and gained in love for his fel- 
low men. Interesting sidelight on the "amateurs' war" - as distinguished from this, the 


"killers' war". Men will like this better than women. $3.00 
May 24 
Mackenzie, Colin SAILORS OF FORTUNE Dutton 


Another rousing record of the Merchant Marine, more personal than previous 
books in that field. The author, turned down by Army and Navy, shipped to the Caribbean 
in convoy, was torpedoed three times in 24 hours, was saved by a PC boat, hospitalized 
in Port of Spain with a broken leg, o11 in his lungs, exposure and hunger ~ and on top 
of that developed malaria. He was repatriated, lectured for war bond sales, got married 
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and went back to sea. his time aboard a Liberty ship in convoy to the Mediterranean, 
where he saw preparations for Sicily, went ashore at Gela, followed the Army to Salerno, 
getting a taste of land warfare and trouble with authorities and official red tape. 

Back to the U. S. where H@ was "beached" for six months with a bad back. Good adventure 
and authentic in its psychological background. Introduction by Quentin Reynolds. I11'd. 


$2.50 
Map 2 Wuure iY 


Healy, Laurin Hall & Kutner, Luis THE ADMIRAL Ziff—-Davis 


A biography of Admiral George Dewey of "You may fire when ready, Gridley" 
fame, a biography that retraces every sea inch of his life. His early years, Annapolis 
training, his youthful officership under Farragut in the Civil War, his long sorrow 
after the death of his first wife, his peacetime commands and work as Chief of the 
Bureau of Equipment of the Navy, as President of the Board of Inspection, his assign- 
ment to the Asiatic squadron and his triumph at Manila, Back to the U. S. and his 
second marriage, his chance at candidacy for Presidency, his recognition of the danger 
from the Germans from his Philippine experience, his belief in threats from Japan, and 
his death dufing the last war. An accounting of personal bravery and justice, ability 
to make quick decisions, steadiness under fire, his influence over shipbuilding pro- 
grams, and’so on. Naval history as well as personal career story, of special interest 
to those who like anything about the sea, $3.50 


Late May A | 
Clayton, E. H. HEAVEN BELOW Prentice Halil 


Consistently interesting first hand material based on longstanding compre~ 
hension of the people of China, where he served as a missionary. This is a sincere and 
informative account, over and above a merely personal record, of a country's emergence 
from ignorance, disease and superstition to modernization and a degree of parity with 
the west. Hangchow, "Heaven below" of the ancients, and model city of new China, devel- 
oped after the nationalist riots and civil war of 1927, before Japanese aggresston.in 
1937. After Pearl Harbor, Clayton stayed on working with the Red Cross, setting up 
refuges for the orphaned starving child population, victims of the Japanese "living 
death". He watched the Chinese youth escaping rigid paternalism, ritual of their an- 





cestors, putting their "Save China" program into practice. He participated in the de- 
cade which brought enlightenment and education, sanitation and medicine, betterment and 
liberation - as head of Wayland Academy, a preparatory school. Seven months after 

Pearl Harbor he was interned by the Japanese. Good background book on modern China. 


$2.75 
Berty June /|'2.. 
Wallace, Henry A. DEMOCRACY REBORN Reynal & Hitcheock 
’ 
. Russell Lord has done a superb piece of editing in this collection of Mr. 


Wallace's speeches and papers between 1933-1944. An introductory biographical sketch 





presents a well-rounded portrait of the man. The connecting links place the speeches 
in their setting and serve as running commentary on Wallace as Secretary of Agriculture 
and Vice President. And how does Wallace emerge through his own written and spoken 





words? Definitely not as "a wild-eyed dreamer who wishes to deliver a quart of milk to 
every Hottentot". He emerges as a bigger man than even I - who admire him — had .-- 
realized. As a scholar ~ and a scientist ~ and a realist in the best sense of the word. 
As a man seeing the new Democracy as an adventure in sharing, with the four freedoms in 
our own backyard. As a man who believes in "the century of the common man” and the 
"people's peace" ~ in free enterprise and small business. As a man strong in the 


strength of God. $3.00 
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June TZ 2 >, 
Hellman, Lillian THE SEARCHING WIND: A Play Viking 


The latest comer to the ranks of sell-outs, this new hit by the author of 
Watch on the Rhine, The Children's Hour, The Little Foxes. The plot spans the period 
between two wars, with flashbacks to Mussolini's march on Rome, where the ex-ambassador 
had been in love with a woman who is - 22 years later - still on the scene. The impact 
of events on the lives of the characters symbolizes the follies of a generation. The 


story opens in Spring, 1944, in a home in Washington. Good theatre. $2.00 
June 14 
Moore, Zoe Steen ESSENTIALS OF PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE Harper 


The publishers claim for this a new factor in the charts which help point 
up the procedure already established through two generations by Roberts’ Rules of Order. 
Claiming a degree of familiarity with that classic and some of its successors, I found 
this book an excellent handbook, couched in more realistic and human terms, and with 
enough illustrative material, examples of procedure, etc. to make it practical for indi- 
viduals and groups needing this information. The charts, however, were not part of the 
galley proof, so I can only take them on faith. Club and organization market. $2.50 


4 
sJune-16 1 J 
Chang, H. H. CHIANG-KAI SHEK Doubleday, Doran 


A full-length, detailed biography of China’s leader, written by a scholar 
and diplomat. Here are little known facts on his life, his family roots, his schooling, 
financial troubles, and the revolutionary tendencies which were the cause of the begin- 
ning of his military career under Japanese training. His work toward republican China 
and his disappointment and disillusionments, hopes and ideals as he followed Sun Yat~— 
Sen's leadership. The origins and derivations of Kuomintang, the recognition of the 
good material in the individual soldier and the incompetence of the army as a whole, the 
course of his romance with the future Mme Chiang Kai-shek and their joint contribution 
to Chinese unity. This is not only a personal story, but a story of China's modern 
history and progress. An interesting contribution to understanding a world figure, that 
carries the authoritative tone of intimate knowledge of the man and his country, $3.50 


June 19 
Burton, Lt. Earl U.S.N.R. BY SEA AND LAND Whittlesey House 


Amphibious warfare ~ in theory, organization, actual practice, from the 
Dieppe raid, through further testing in the Pacific area, back to the North African 
landing and the Sicilian invasion, this is the blueprint behind many phases of a compli- 
cated machinery. Here are the histories of the various types of landing craft, how they 
were developed as needed; here are the “sand lots" practice for the big league actions, 
the kinds of equipment needed, the ingenuity in creating them, the teamwork needed, the 
photographic interpreters, the scale models, the shore parties, the attack, cargo 
transports, communications,the beach medical, the beach party, the gunfire controls, 
the air cogs.... and the long preparation leading to attack. Factual material with 


some background of the men who made it possible. A guide to D-day victory. $2.75 
June 20 

Bailey, Thomas A. . WOODROW WILSON AND THE LOST PEACE _ Macmillan 

* The third book of the season dealing with the Versailles conference. The 


Burlingame and Stevens’ VICTORY WITHOUT PEACE (P.54) was.a modernized "March of Time" 
treatment which had a definite popular appeal to the man in the street; the Stephen 
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Bonsal - UNFINISHED BUSINESS (P. 567 ~ 12/44) was an off-the-record analysis of the 
scene behind the scene by a military attache; this volume is perhaps the most scholarly 
of the three, more intelligently stimulating - a keen evaluation, with important les- 
sons for today. Clean cut writing and an equitable detachment mark this study of 
Wilson and his messianic struggle for the Fourteen Points and the League, causes lost 
by the man himself, in whose aloof idealism there was no concession to finesse in hand- ; 
ling politicians more adroit than he was, and which resulted in blundering tactics, 
bitterness and error. He traces the half-hearted acceptance of the Fourteen Points, 5 
followed by uncertainty and recrimination, and failure in making Germany realize that 
war does not pay. Wilson's Paris pilgrimage was taken at risk of his political stand-— 
ing at home, in the face of Republican resentment, misrepresentation by the press, mis- 
- understanding on the part of the peoples he thought he was saving. Then the conference 
itself, the “marsh of imprecision" which characterized its opening, the professed ig- 
norance of secret treaties, Wilson's two preliminary victories (the mandate principle 
and the League), and the return to America and antagonism. Finally a long muddled 


record of wrangling, bungling, compromises on minor issues — and the day of reckoning. ’ 
$2.50 a 


Pyenson, Louis PEST CONTROL IN THE HOME GARDEN Macmillan 








True to the trend of the moment, this is a "plant doctor" angle for the 
vegetable garden ~ fruits and small fruits - not for the flower garden. There's an enor- 
mous amount of useful information here, from the thoroughgoing presentation of kinds of 
"pests" and methods - in theory - of controlling them, through discussion of equipment, 
its use and care, and the various poisons, - sprays and powders and so on. Then the 
author systematically takes different kinds of fruit trees, the different types of prob- 
lems (cankers, rot, leaf spot, and various worm and insect pests), and the successive 
sprays to be applied - what and when and why. Next the same approach to small fruits. 
And then to vegetables. As always ~ with books in this field - I get weighed down with 
an awareness of my own inadequacies and casualness. But for the serious gardener, who ' <q 
does his own work systematically, undoubtedly here is the answer to his prayer for help, 
in practical form. I have not seen the illustrations, of which there are some 111, but 


the recognition value for identifying pests' symptoms, should be incalcuable. $2.00 
June 21 
Hogg, George I SEE A NEW CHINA Little, Brown 


An illuminating picture of the trends towards co-operatives in China, Free 
and Occupied. We know ~ from various sources — that’ an extraordinary job is being done 
in moving plecemeal the machinery and parts from threatened territory, and setting up in 
new locations and carrying on. This shows various aspects of this gigantic task - which 
is bringing not prosperity, but at least a living wage, to millions of Chinese peasants, 
workers, miners, and so on. Home industry, crafts expanded to proportions substantial 
enough, for instance, to supply much of the cloth needed for army uniforms, co-operative 
ventures in agriculture, manufacturing, metal work, and so on ~ under incredible condi- 
tions, incredible difficulties, show that - with freedom and safety and direction, the 
cooperative movement can indeed make a new China. Everywhere it is linked with improved 
living conditions, schools, special training centers, marketing centers, and other pro- 
gressive factors. The story is told through the personal experiences of one of the 
British leaders in the movement, an organizer who has been giving years to the service 
of the Chinese Industrial Cooperative movement. Anecdotal material - adventure - per- 
sonalities - and a new slant on wartorn China. $2+50 


June 21 





Perkins, Dexter AMERICA AND TWO WARS Little, Brown 


This is both a summary and an analysis of "the stream of tendency" of the 
last war and this, a study of the parallels and contrasts, of past and present foreign 
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policy. There are the steps leading to the last war, and the diplomacy governing inter-— 
national relations, the deficiencies of the Treaty of Versailles, the ignorance of the 
force necessary to preserve the peace established, the unreadiness of the U. S. to up- 
hold its beliefs. Pointing out that there has been better preparation in thought in 
this war, through widening scale of action and scope of thinking, he examines the 
present war diplomacy, the coalitions stronger than ever before, the need for complete 
disarmament of Germany and Japan, warns against the "devil of partisan politics" and 
stresses the fact that "a great nation cannot isolate itself physically, morally, intel- 
lectually from the rest of the world". An underlining of the lessons we have been taught, 
so that for the future this nation will be more competent to maintain its rightful power 
and dignity... Thoughtful, contemplative, compact, a book for a more serious public. 
$2.00 


June 22 
Fernand—Laurent GALLIC CHARTER Little, Brown 


For amplification and reference, this has a good deal to add to what others 
have said of the fall of France. A politician and journalist goes back into history and 
internal politics, past and present, he outlines the weaknesses of France beyond the 
contemporary and the military scene. .He discusses the First Republic, an indifferent 
constitution born of defeat and dissatisfaction; MacMahon, first prototype of Petain; 
the religious and political factionalism which have marked French history; the first 
World War and the debilitation in human and economic terms; the men who figured in her 
debacle - not new interpretations, but new incidental material; Petain, Laval, Weygand, 
Darnand, the "strong man" of the Legion who propagandized under Abetz; De Gaulle, and 
the significance of the cause he represents, above and beyond the man. Much has been 


written about France ~ and this is probably Y 4g for a general market. $2.50 
/ 
June 20 
Parker, Robert HEADQUARTERS BUDAPEST Farrar & Rinehart 


Colorful, vivid mirroring of recent history that is thoroughly readable and 
gives an explicit picture of Eastern European tangles, as an AP editor and correspondent 
tells of his five years in Eastern and Southeastern Europe and the events and politics 
and figures that marked that period. From an eyewitness story of the Hungarian inva- 
sion of sub-Carpathian Ukraine in 1939, he turns back to the background of Hitler's 
bluffs, to chaos produced by false leaders, to boundary promises and what they entailed; 
then he views the kaleidescope of Rumania, Bulgaria, Yugoslavia, Poland, Hungary, Czecho- 
slovakia, to incidents-grave and sometimes gay - in Budapest, Bucharest, Warsaw, Danzig, 
Prague, Bratislava; the fallibility of treaties and pacts; the tightening fears that 
led to the blitzkreig in Poland. Then he writes of Greece, of Russia and Germany, of 
Bessarabia, and of government work in Turkey aftér our entry into the war. He stresses 
the pressing need of forestalling World War zrzr starting in that region, through educa~ 
tion, industry and world wide interest in the problems of the. countries involved.$3.00 

hee | 


July ? 


Senn, Milton J. E. & ALL ABOUT FEEDING YOUR CHILDREN Doubleday, Doran 
Newill, Phyllis Krafft 


Except for the Hilles' book, I know of no other basic book on foods for 
infants and children - and that is a menu book rather than a book on a nutritive regime. 
The attitude here is modern in its consideration of behavior problems from infancy on. 


It takes up what to feed - and what stage ~ how much and how to prepare it - and offers 


an assortment of menus and charts to facilitate everyday usage. Breast, bottle, wean- 
ing; common associated ailments in infancy; solids; meal patterns; complete details 

of introduction of foods at appropriate times ~ meats, cereals, fruits, vegetables, 
beverages, etc. A miscellany of additional advice on making meals attractive, appetite 
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tempters, substitutes, (even such details as removal of stains, including cod liver oil) 
~ all in all a helpful handbook for the progressive mother. A very good job indeed. 
$2.50 


j 


/ 
July 12 ,/ 


Banning, Margaret Culkin CONDUCT YOURSELF ACCORDINGLY Harper 


Not a book of etiquette — rules - conventions ~- but a plea and a guide for 
a recognition of democracy based on personal good conduct. This is sound commonsense 
for everyday home and world living, from the guides issued to the military on behaviour 
in foreign lands, to the personal problem of helping children maintain a proper attitude 
towards others and individual decency and courtesy in human relations... The changes 
the war has brought and what has happened to standards of conventional form; the need 
for guidance; the demands on parents and children:- all treated with wholesome respect 
for the problems and a working approach to the solutions. or parents and teachers, for 


teen agers and social study groups... $2.00 
,, “~ « 
Busch, Noel F. WHAT MANNER OF MAN UL, om Harper 











A personality - angled profile of Franklin D. Roosevelt, in an endeavor to 
reduce an "enigma" to common terms (almost too common). Busch is the author of My 
Unconsidered Judgment(Houghton, Mifflin is publishing it this summer - see P. 92) - 
editor of Life, slick stylist. He slants his text with psycho-analytical interpretations 
and eminently readable personal marginalia; he makes it a character portrait rather than 
a career portrait. He finds him "a good but not very wise man; vain, captious, over- 
confident, warmhearted, not without a certain meritricious grandeur". He traces his 
childhood, his relationship with tutors, with his mother; his shift into politics; the 
paralysis which strengthened his natural resources; his three terms in office and the 
conspicuous errors in disregard of money and competition in the American way, his losing 
of the Supreme Court fight, his evasion of the Hitlerian threat until too late. He 
gives full credit for his ingenuity, his liveliness, his liking for people, for action, 
for crises, his independence of authority. Other than his making the President seem 
pretty average, there is no propaganda against him, no venom of the Flynn type. He ig¢g- 
nores his importance as a world figure + he belittles his outstanding qualities. It 


makes good reading and something to keep to the front as the campaign season approaches. ae 
: $2.00 





July 14 
Biddle, George ARTIST AT WAR Viking 


This has marked resemblance to Jean Malaquais’ War Diary (Doubleday - see 
Pp, 517) with its introspection, hatred of war, its waste and horrors. For those satia- 
ted by previous high adventure records of action, these detailed observations will pro- 
vide the antidote. The art unit, commissioned by the government, sent this artist to 
Tunis, Sicily, Taranto, Italy; here are his word pictures, and on the spot drawings, of 
the madhouse behind the front lines, after the victories, the prisoners, the earmarks of 
war. In Sicily, the soldiers and reconaissance troops, the mines, the civilian reception 
of the military, the problems to be faced; on the Botse to Taranto, the author's work as 
interpreter, his helping all he can and getting plenty of action, the men, sketching 
them and the officers, painting and talking with them, knowing and feeling for them. The 
face of war in all its aspects - no glamor here ~- a sorrowful pageant. I11'd. $3.50 


AND THESE PUBLISHED BOORS 


Koht, Halvdan & Skard, Sigmund THE VOICE OF NORWAY Columbia Press | 





Two professors in exile contribute in two parts a history and a literary 
panorama of Norway, - the traditions of law and liberty which have been outstanding 
characteristics of her people. Her history,as she developed from a kingdom to a nation, 
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as she gained emancipation from Denmark, and*then as the burghers and farmers won free- 
dom from the tutelage of nobility; the so-called revolution of 1814, and the new consti- 
tution; economic and social reform ~ and the "passion for justice” which pervaded all. 
Her literature from the heroic songs of the Edda, through the sagas and court poetry, 
down to folk literature; Holberg, the liberator; Ibsen, the "ethical imperative" of 
liberty; Bjornson; the moderns and today a literature of the people. Critical study, 
for students. | $3.50 


Corey, Paul . BUY AN ACRE Dial 


Notices of this book on publication give a wrong impression of its slant. 

Corey does not intend to indicate that an income of $5 a week. is enough to support an 
acre. He works out the whole proposition on the basis of being able to save from income 
over and above commitments, $5 a week, on which to buy first an acre, then build a 
chicken house which will serve as a temporary shack for yourself, and bit by bit pro- 
gress until - with your saving of $5 a week, you've acquired your acre, your house and 
your garden ~ an old age pension on happiness and fuller living. Thoroughly realistic 
and debunking book for those who will face up to the facts. $2.00 


Lazarsfeld, Paul F. & RADIO RESEARCH 1942-1943 Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
Stanton, Frank - E£ds. 


Staggering scientific, statistical information, compiled by Lazarsfeld's 

Office of Radio Research, and gathered together in this second annual, indicating the 
reaches of radio, who listens to what - and why. Studies of the daytime serials, their 
psychology, formulas, theses, appeals; of radio in wartime and the conditioning of at tm 
tudes; listener research in Great Britain; German radio propaganda methods; a study of 
the listener by means of Lazarsfeld's program analyzer, a mechanical Gallup; popular 
music, commercials, miscellaneous studies and tests. For research departments in indus-— 
try, advertising men, and the general radio market as well. $5.00 


Wynner, Edith & Lloyd, Georgia SEARCHLIGHT ON PEACE PLANS | Dutton 


A tremendous piece of research, the comprehensive collection of specific 
peace plans, relevant theoretical plans and practical attempts at international organiza- 
tion from 1306 to 1944 ~ some 200 in all. Historical stages in evolution towards a 
world organization are traced; successive proposals are charted under corresponding head- 
ings (rarely with editorial comment) ~ useful primarily for reference and checking of 
parallels and divergences. Official texts are included for the Atlantic Charter, subse- 
quent declarations. The largest portion is given to the theoretical plans from 1914 on 
(including Culbertson, Streit, Stassen, and so on). Glossary. Index. $5.00 


Treviranus, G. REVOLUTIONS IN RUSSIA Their Lessons for the Western World Harper 


For less popular usage than Duranty'’s U.S,S.R., this is a concentrated, 
studious history of the Russian revolutions of this century, non-partisan, analytical, 
if lacking in human values. The early rebellions; the revolution of 1905 in which the 
proletariat played its first political role, the evolution of the parties of the left; 
1917 and the masses versus the Soviet ~ the long Civil War which culminated in Lenin's 
triumph and terror; the formation of the Soviet Union and what it has accomplished; 
Stalin and his dictatorship, the purges, the trials, the removal of religion; and the 


possibilities of another revolution - by the peasants. For study, reference primarily. 
$3.00 


Riemens, Hendrik THE NETHERLANDS Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


Solidly Dutch, this overall-picture of Holland and the empire overseas - 
statistical - detailed ~ factual. Step by step, as story and history unfold, there is 
mounting evidence of the national character persisting through various invasions; under- 
ground resistance is an old story, now repeated. He goes back to the beginnings as 
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Holland emerges from the Holy Roman Empire, via unification of provinces under local 
leaders. Todays royal line goes back to one of those leaders. There's a section on 
the East and West India Companies; on the growth of Empire; on the policies before the 
war eliminating the colonial aspects and working towards a commonwealth approach. 
There's the double invasion - German and Japanese, despite the traditional neutrality. 
A sound background book, which might have had a more popular market if there had been 


a more personal, human touch. $4.50 


Mackenzie, Compton MR. ROOSEVELT Dutton 





This English novelist confesses himself at the start as somewhat of a 
Roosevelt hero worshipper, who has steeped himself in the nine volumes of his papers, 
and followed every phase of his career. Accepting this stricture on the objectivity of 
his portrait, the reader will find this a fandango of adulation, but a thoroughly read- 
able and interesting picture of a world figure. Mackenzie does not attempt to view him 
as a party leader; he traces the details of his career proving his consistency of char- 
acter, though recognizing his legitimate shifts on policy. He indicates his clear 
sense of direction, his luck ~ even his paralysis played a part in his creative destiny 
~- and today his enormous asset in mastery of radio. He judges him by behavior, not by 
theories ~- and proclaims him as a man of destiny. A book keyed for popular taste, es-— 


sentially readable, and profusely illustrated with photographs, many of them in color. 
$3.75 


Lorand, Sandor, M.D. PSYCHOANALYSIS TODAY - Internat'l Univ. Press 


In memoriam Sigmund Freud, this is a collection of essays by outstanding 
men in the field on various aspects of the science he brought into public cognizance. 
Contributors include Drs. Jelliffe, Brill, Kenworthy, Alexander, Zilboorg, Wittles, 
Lewis. They write for the informed, using highly specjalized analytical illustrations. 
Topics covered include dream interpretation, psychoses and neuroses, phobias and hys- 
teries, paranoia and war neuroses, psychoanalysis in relation to religion and litera- 
ture, art and criminology, anthropology; child psychology, etc. Psychology is discussed 
as a sociological force, from angles of mental hygiene and social casework. Broad 
coverage ~ but not for laymen. $6.00 





Mann, Carl AIR HERALDRY MeBride 


There's a whole new aspect of "heraldry" today in the symbols used by the 
air forces. This is a picture book devoted to this new field, with respect to the: 
American Army Air Force. Introductory material gives some personal and historical data 
of the first World War and the insignia of Aero Squadrons, the subsequent rules of 
design and use, and the ramifications and developments in today's war, and the tradi- 
tions in the making. Badges, sleeve patches, shoulder patches, schools and training 
centers, commands and wings, service, staff, reconnaissance, ferry, communications, 
weather, antisubmarine, and so forth. Complete coverage with some 200 pages of draw- 
ings of designs. The market - those in the field of aviation - and the vast army of 


boys who hope to be. $3.50 


Bernanos, Georges PLEA FOR LIBERTY Pantheon Books 


The author of The Diary of a Country Priest writes from Brazil as a fervent 
Frenchman, who has found again his pride in his country and his people, and as true 
Christian, who challenges Christianity to find itself again. He has addressed his re- 
marks successively — between 1940-1942 - to the Brazilians, who are giving the world a 
free people; to the English (the major part of the book) in elucidation of his own 
people; to Franklin Roosevelt, whose people will help win the victory, and to Europeans. 


Limited. 








$3.00 
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PLEASE NOPE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DACE AND PRICE 


Appleton-—Century 
Cormack, Maribelle - ROAD TO DOWN UNDER (J) - from 4/8 to 5/8 


Bruce 
Hunt, Ben - BEN HUNT'S WHITTLING BOOK - Price is $2.50 


Coward McCann 
venning, Michael - A LONG TIME DEAD - postponed from 5/22 to 7/??. Price 
from $2.00 to $2.50 


Doubleday, Doran 
Berlin, Ellin'- LAND I HAVE CHOSEN = from 5/19 to 6/16 
Costain, Thomas B. ~ RIDE WITH ME - from 6/16 to 6/21 
Hart, W. E. ~ HITLER'S GENERALS - from 5/5 to 5/19 


Farrar & Rinehart _ 
Stout, Rex - NOT DEAD ENOUGH — postponed from 6/29 indefinitely 


Knopf 
Fox, Sidney A. - YOUR EYES - from $2.50 to $2.75 
Mann, Thomas -— JOSEPH THE PROVIDER - definite date 6/26. July Book of the 
Month Club selection. 

Nye, Russel B. ~ GEORGE BANCROFT ~— from 6/12 to 6/26. price from $4.00 to 
$3.50 

Pihl, Gunnar T. - GERMANY: THE LAST PHASE~ from 6/12 to 6/26 

Schwarzschild, L. - PRIMER OF THE COMING WORLD —- from 6/12 to 6/26. Price 

from $2.75 to 3,00 


Weiskopf, Franz ~- THE FIRING SQUAD ~ from 6/12 to 6/26. Definite price $2.50 


Reynal & Hitchcock 
Gilman, William - OUR HIDDEN FRONT ~ from 5/3 to 5/10 


Simon & Schuster 


Office of War Information ~ A WAR ATLAS FOR AMERICANS - Cloth edition will 


be published 6/22. Paper edition 6/8 
Grew, Joseph - TEN YEARS IN JAPAN — price from $3.50 to $3.75 
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Correction: Jacobowsky And The Colonel by Franz Werfel, (published by Viking,) announced 
on page 188 of the April 15th bulletin, was erroneously assumed to be identical with the 


Broadway production. 


This play, in book form, is the original play by Franz Werfel and 


is not to be confused with the Broadway production, adapted by Behrman, which Random 


House will publish at a later date. 














BULLETIN from 


Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service s 38 Bank Street ~ 


Vol. XII May 1, 1944 No. 9 
JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT: No. 7 
FOR THE PICTURE BOOK AGE 


Brown, Margaret Wise BLACK AND WHITE Harper 





I can't see this » it's a tour de force that doesn't come off. A trick 
book for which the lame reason would be no reason at all to small fry. In 27 pictures 
by Charles G. Shaw, and a far-fetched text, the story is told of the black man who 
spurned everything not wholly black, until a snow storm left a white snow lady in his 
house, and he fell in love with her and they were married and lived happily ever after. 
A neat little juvenile problem of miscegenation! Humor far-fetched. And definitely 


not geared to picture book age sense of fun, as I know it. "ae $1.25 
Q2 
Green, Mary McBurney EVERYBODY HAS A HOUSE Scott 


This plays around an idea that is fundamental even to small children - that 
everybody has a house, so where does the dog live, and where does the horse live, and 
where does the snail live, and so on, An animal book in gay, fanciful pictures by 
Jeanne Bendick, with captions in hand-drawn lettering. The pictures are not as simple 
as the ones we've been schooled to recently, but they have a sense of rhythm and design 
that I found a distinct relief. The question and answer pattern of text is a surely 
popular one with little children. Heavy board binding - heavy paper. (Publ.) $1.00 


Wright, Ethel & Rose, Richard SATURDAY FLIGHT Scott 


This isn't up to Saturday Walk and seems almost too elementary for even the 
picture book age. But the difficulty of bringing content material down to that level 
makes it quite an achievement, as in pictures and captions, step by step they follow 
what happens when one travels by plane. Bright, elementary colors will catch the eye. 
Too bad the human figures are so badly done. Heavy board. Spiral binding. (Publ. )$1.00 


GRADUATING TO PICTURE STORY BOOKS 
Greer, Blanche THUNDER'S TAIL Coward, McCann 


A new twist to an old theme, in the story of Siamese cats, one with and one 
without a tail. The one that had no tail (to speak of) sought help from the animals in 
the picture gallery. In turn he borrowed a tail from first a tiger, then a fish, then 
a horse, then another cat - and finally decided that there was something in the sort of 
apology for a tail of her own that she preferred to any of the others. Charming pic- 
tures with action and humor, reproduced in chalk red offset lithograph. 

26 pages. Boards. (Publ.) $1.00 


Friskey, Margaret CORPORAL CROW David McKay 


A cunning story about the little crow who didn't like to drill - and didn't 
want to eat 19 bushels of beetles. So he was left behind the day the Japanese beetles 
came. He went to work — and he got the cottontail and the chickens and the duck to 
help him and he ate so many beetles that he couldn't see his feet over his tummy. And 
the old Colonel who'd called him a coward promoted him to be Corporal Crow. Two color 
pictures by Lucia Patton. (Publ.) ‘$1.00 
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Keats, Mark SANCHO AND HIS STUBBORN MULE Scott 


There's an old folk tale about the farmer who hung a bunch of hay bobbing 
just out of reach in front of his donkey's nose, and a good memory stood little Sancho 
in good stead when his stubborn mule refused to go to market. For he fastened a fish- 
ing pole to the top of the load, with a morsel to tempt the mule to make haste to 
market. Effective bookmaking, with blue and white paper and red and white silhouette 
drawings creating a gay effect. Stocking book size. Heavy board. Fritz Eichenberg 


puts lots of humor into his pictures. (Publ.) $1.00 
BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 
Bacon, Frances KITTY COME DOWN Ox ford 


Slight story, but it tells of an incident that is familiar to every little 
boy or girl who has a pet kitten, so it is sure to strike a familiar chord in the five 
and six year old who isn't quite ready to read it alone. A very well behaved little 
kitten was chased by a visiting dog, and took refuge in a big tree. And there she 
stayed, while the family had fish for dinner every day, hoping to entice her with scraps. 
The SPCA chief refused to be concerned; he said "they always came down after three days - 

“never lost a cat yeti" And so it turned out. On the morning of the fourth day, there 
was a very hungry, very wet little kitten scratching to be let in. The story is better 
than the pictures by Eloise Wilkin. 32 pages. Cloth and board binding. Black and 
white illustrations with two color jacket. (Publ,) $1.00 


_ FIRST STEPS IN READING ~ Story Books 
Ward, Marion B. BOAT CHILDREN OF CANTON David McKay 


A simply told story for eight to ten year olds which will bring home some- 
thing of what the war has meant to the children of China. The story of a boy and girl 
whose home was on one of the better river boats - and who were caught in the bombing of 
Canton, and thought their parents had been killed, their home destroyed. So they joined 
the army of refugees; they served as child servants to a greedy old farmer; they escaped 
and sought their uncle ~ and eventually were reunited with their parents. Lovely 
pictures by Helen Sewell. (Publ.) $2.00 


Fact Books 
Osgood, Harriett YUKON RIVER CHILDREN Oxford 


This straddles two age groups ~- the upper grades - 3rd and 4th ~ in this 
group; the lower grade in the next group. An excellent true-picture of modern Alaskan 
Indians in the record of a boy who hated school until the wise teacher translated the 
arithmetic and reading problems into terms of preparing a mail order. He liked better 
his outdoor lessons with his father, - learning to fish and hunt and drive a dog team. 
Then there are the holiday celebrations, the cooperative sharing of food, the good 
neighbor policy in daily practice, the coming of the first salmon of the year, the moose 
hunt. Attractive pictures - well reproduced in three colors and in line ~ by Lilian 
Neuner. (Publ. ) $2.00 


STORY BOOKS FOR THE 9 - 12's 
Baker, Ethel Mary TOWER HOUSE Caxton 


"all the ingredients are here: ~- New Mexico desert setting, a mystery 
scientist, two Mexicans and an Indian of doubtful reliability; a lost mine; a hidden 
valley with a luxurious "tower house" and a landing field; a bank robbery; a kidnapping; 
a secret passage, etc., etc. Good pace, but amateurish style for a far-fetched yarn. 
Ill‘'d. (Publ. ) $2.50 
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Jordan, Mildred THE SHOO-FLY PIE Knopf 





And the text is just as good. 


*s One of the most beguiling books of the season, both from the point of view 
of story and book making. From the attractive jacket, and the beautifully designed 
paper - board-binding, through the delightful line drawings, and the full ‘pages in color 
by Henry C, Pitz, the book isatriumph over the difficulties of wartime manyfacturing. 
It is a present day story of a farm family 4h that sec- 
tion of Pennsylvania near Reading where the "Pennsylvania Dutch” cling tenaciously to 
their peculiar form of speech, characteristic expressions and traditional; ‘oustoms, This 
is the tale of a very live small girl, Debby, who was very tired of being told she was 
"too young", _ So she tried to disprove it, and got into all sorts of trouble. But at 
the end she managed to make the coveted Shoo-fly Pie which gives the book its name. Good 
story telling (by the author of One Red Rose Forever, etc.) ~ good American background 
round the seasons - full of the sights and sounds and smells of coun tay life, all inci- 


dental to the lively story of Debby. (5/15) vy $2.00 


Walsh, Mary . MOLLY THE ROGUE 3 Knopf 








More Pitz illustrations ~ sure indication of a beautiful book. And quite a 
different sort of book from his other one. He doesn't let himself be pigeonholed to 
type. It is a story of County Kerry, a story told from generation to generation ~ and 
growing with the telling. It has the real feel of an authentic Irish tale. A little 
old woman settled down by the hearth of the O'Rory's, and only Johneen liked to have her 
there, for she told him stories, and he understood things the others didn't - such as 
the fact that on moonlight nights she turned into a young witch, who talked with the 
animals and communed with fairies and kept from the O'Rory's door the black browed 
stranger. When he came again, she turned herself into a black dog and chased him away - 


and neither of them was heard of from that day on. 50 pages. (5/15) ~ $1.50 
FACT BOORS FOR THE 9 ~ 12's 
Maril, Lee SAVOR AND FLAVOR: Berrtes in Fact and Fancy Coward, McCann 


This, I imagine, is more’ of a public or school library item than a bookshop 


item, for here is an excellent blend of story, legend and information about wild berries, 


linking scientific data and story ~ good for special reference. In format it is a com~ 
panion volume to Spice and Scent. In content it seems somewhat less original, though 


again the publishers have made a charming book of it, with three color pictures. 
(Publ.) $1,75 


ADULT BOORS FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS - Fiction 
Lancaster, Bruce TRUMPET TO ARMS Little, Brown 


The earliest marines in the American colonies were the Marbleheaders who 
made history when they evacuated the defeated forces under Washington after the battle 
of Long Inland; later they did yeoman's service at Pelham; and still later were respon— 
sible for getting the forces across the Delaware for the victory which made the turning 
point of the war, Their story is told through the adventures of a Concord farmer's son 
and a Manhattan Dutch rebel who joined the Marblehead "Fourteenth", History, adventure 


and romance ~ and a first rate story. For full report, see p. 179, (6/7) $2.75 
ADULT BOOKS FOR OLDER BOYS & GIRLS - Non-fiction 
Hunt, Ben BEN HUNT'S WHITTLING BOOK ss Bruee 


This seems a rather expensive craft book, but whittling is popular from the 


tical and artistic channels. Introductory suggestions of choice of knives, care and 
proper woods for the work, Then there are excellent how-to-do photographs, amplifying 
the text instructions. The main part of the book deals with design, basic principles, 


ime a boy owns his first pocket knife, and it might just as well be directed into prac~— 
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' ter of. useless objects in the world. But there is so much that is good that this criti- 
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developing from simple design to complicated group design. Unfortunately, it falls into 
a pitfall that many others fall into ~ and includes suggestions for adding to the clut— 


cism may seem unnecessary. For full report see p. 187. (5/10) $2.50 
Connolly, James B. SEA BORNE: Thirty Years Avoyaging Doubleday, Doran 


Memories of junketings the world over in reminiscences of salt water sail- 
ing, of cattle boat jaunts, of Olympic team victories, of fishing the North Sea, the 
Baltic, the Arctic, of yachting at Kiel. An outspoken record of wanderings. of sail and 
steam, of people he knew. For full report see p. 192. (6/16) $2.00 


Keen, Grace & Hutchins, Arthur LET'S ALL GROW VEGETABLES Univ. of Minnesota 


An excellent handbook for teen age and up ~ which does not confuse the 
uninitiate with terms that need explanation, but proceeds matter-of—factly along a how~ 
to-do and what and when basis. And they start with window box gardening, and proceed 
to the small city or suburban plot, so it can be adapted admirably to junior gardeners, 
school plots, community garden plots, etc. See p. 194. I1l'd with charts and sketches. 

$1.00 


Osborn, Fairfield-Ed. THE PACIFIC WORLD Norton 


Fairly advanced for any High School youth, but fascinating material for 

those already interested in thekinds of things the National Geographic has brought to 
many homes. This is a piece of cooperative writing which brings together facts about 

the Pacific, facts of interest to every home from which young men and women have gone 

out to serve in the Pacific. It deals with animal life, with vegetable life, with oceans, 
islands, climate, wind, tides; it is a brief survey of the history of the Pacific, of 

the effect the Western civilization has had, of the geography, biology, natural history, 
anthropology, ete. Sample pages of illustrations in full color are temptingly lovely. 
(For full report see p. 189) 16720) @- 9 $2.50 


Smith, Laurence Dwight COUNTERFEITING Norton 


A book about our legal currency and counterfeiting, intended to give the 
public the best defense against it. The history of our coins and their imitations; the 
inauguration of the Secret Service in 1865; individuals and syndicates and how they 
operate; actual cases, based on records and report. Paper money and hand engraving, 
mechanical printing, coins and minting, the identification of true and false. Illustra~ 
ted by photographs.... A comprehensive book on a subject touched upon in more or less 
elementary books, but of timeworn appeal to boys, particularly those who have made a 
hobby of coin collecting. For full report see p. 191. (6/10) $3.50 


BOOKS FOR USE BY PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Powdermaker, Hortense & PROBING OUR PREJUDICES Harper 
Storen, Helen 


For study groups, for discussion in schools and clubs and P.T.A. groups, 
this is a primer on prejudice, simplified, illustrated with current examples. What 
prejudices are, how we acquire them, generalizations; discriminations towards minority 
groups; how both the subject and the victim are affected; steps towards eradication. 

The Jew, Negro, Mexican, Chinese, as examples of religious and racial intolerance. Sug- 
gestions for further study and discussion questions appended. Valid ~ but not vital 
enough in handling to achieve the desired end, but may serve as stimulus to further ‘% 


discussion and investigation. Perhaps it needs to be done in more dramatic human terms. // 
Also reported p. 192 t6Ai4) Paper $.65 Cloth $1.00 


Vv 














A CALENDAR OF NEW BOOKS FOR JUNE 


| er Gee ee Oe 

CONTEMPORARY 
May 29- Valentine, Elsa NO MORTAL FIRE (Simon & Schuster) $2.50 121 
June 2- Sinclair, Upton (s) PRESIDENTIAL AGENT (Viking) 3.00 148 
June 6- Williams, Ben Ames * LEAVE HER TO HEAVEN (Houghton Mifflin) 2.50 147 
June 16- Berlin, Ellin LAND I HAVE CHOSEN (Doubleday, Doran) 2.50 151 
‘June 20- Runbeck, Margaret Lee TIM FOR EACH OTHER (Appleton-Century ) 2-00 200 
June 26-~ Brown, Harry A WALK IN THE SUN (Knopf) 2.00 201 
June 26- Kessel, Joseph ARMY OF SHADOWS (Knopf) 2.00 220 

REGIONAL, HISTORICAL AND PERIOD 
June 2- Strabel, Thelma . STORM TO THE SOUTH (Doubleday, Doran) 2.75 152 
June 7- Judah, Charles B. (Ss) TOM BONE (Morrow) 8.00 152 
June 7- Lancaster, Bruce {S) TRUMPET TO ARMS (Little, Brown) 2.75 179 
June 14- | Eaton, Evelyn IN WHAT TORN SHIP (Harper) 2.50 179 
June 26—- Mann, Thomas (s) JOSEPH THE PROVIDER (Knopf)(July B.p.M.) 3.00 101 
June ?? Hard, Margaret THIS IS KATE (Henry Holt) 2.50 181 
THRILLERS 
June 2- Woolrich, Cornell (Ss) THE BLACK PATH OF FEAR (Doubleday, Doran)2.00 155 
June 7- Homes, Geoffrey (S) SIX SILVER HANDLES (Morrow) 2.00 155 
June 9- Powell, Richard (Ss) ALL OVER BUT THE SHOOTING (S. & S.) 2.00 223 
June 16- Hughes, Dorothy B. (S)  JOHNNIE (Duell, Sloan & Pearce) 2.50 223 
June 29- Daly, Elizabeth (S) THE BOOK OF THE DEAD (Farrar & Rinehart) 2.00 208 
NON - FICTION 
THE WAR - AND AFTER 

June 5- —-Visson, Andre THE COMING STRUGGLE FOR PEACE (Viking) 2475 206 
June 8- Curtiss, Mina —- Ed. LETTERS HOME (Little, Brown) 2.75 191 
June 8- Office of War Inform.(S) A WAR ATLAS FOR AMERICANS (S. & S.) 2.50 185 
June 14- pratt, Pletcher (S) THE NAVY'S WAR (Harper) AIT @r08 16C 
June 1- Balchen, Ford, La Farge(S) WAR BELOW ZERO (Houghton Mifflin) 2.00 204 
June 26- Pihl, Gunnar T,. (S) GERMANY: THE LAST PHASE (Knopf) 3.00 185 
June 26- Schwarzschild, Leopold PRIMER OF THE COMING WORLD (Knopf) 2.98 162 
June 29- Parker, Robert HEADQUARTERS BUDAPEST (Farrar & Rinehart)3.00 211 

HISTORY, BIOGRAPHY 
fane 1- Hope, Bob (S) I NEVER LEFT HOME (S. & S.) 2.00 204 
Tune a9- 2]-Busch, Noel (Ss) MY UNCONSIDERED JUDGMENT (Houghton Mifflin)2.50-225 
June 14~  Maurois, Andre THE MARCH OF AMERICA (Harper) 3.50 156 

‘| -Some—k@q «Chang, He. CHIANG-KAI-SHEK (Doubleday, Doran) $3.50 209 

June 20- Bailey, Thomas A. WILSON AND THE LOST PEACE (Macmillan) 2.50 210 
June 27~ Birkenhead, Sheila AGAINST OBLIVION (Macmillan) 3.00 135 

THE WORLD AROUND US 
June 26- Clapper, Mrs. Raymond RAYMOND CLAPPER WATCHING THE WORLD (Whit. )3.00 226 
panre—-Y —|o)} Dos Passos, Hohn (S) STATE OF THE NATION (Houghton Mifflin) 2.50 227 

@-" Wallace, Henry A. DEMOCRACY REBORN (Reynal & Hitchcock) 3.00 208 
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(June Literary Guild Selection) 














